	ENGLISH
Writing
This term our narrative writing will focus on retelling the Cinderella story for a modern audience. We will explore a range of retellings from different times and cultures, learning how and why some elements change.  Our non-fiction writing will focus on instructions and procedural writing linked to the Cinderella story.

Reading & Speaking and Listening
We will be continuing with our reading skills lessons using a range of texts, and preparing for SATs by exploring how different question formats apply these skills.  For our class novel, we will be reading ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar.
Our speaking and listening is planned alongside our reading and writing lessons and within other curriculum areas.
Spelling
This is taught through daily, short sessions. Weekly lists on Doodle Learning follow what we are learning in class.
	
Individual Reading
Success in reading plays a key role in success in learning and in life.  Children are all on our reading scheme and should be reading daily for at least 20 minutes.  It is expected that children will move through the scheme, reading a minimum 2 (longer) novels each term. We are fortunate to have a well-stocked reading scheme which is supplemented by a class library, both offering a range of high-quality texts. Children can choose books from both sources.

Please support your child by encouraging them to read daily, and occasionally listen to them read or talk to them about what they are reading.  Alongside daily reading, we will set some comprehension tasks as homework.

	[image: 236 Peregrine Falcon Illustrations &amp; Clip Art - iStock]Falcons
Happy New Year. 
We are looking forward to the new year and the exciting learning opportunities ahead.  We will post photographs of our learning journey throughout the term on our class pages

	
	
	GEOGRAPHY
This term our humanities will focus on Geography. We will be studying Biomes with a focus on North and South America.
Children will use maps and atlases to describe and locate places.
They will learn:
· What the 6 main biomes are and where they are found in The Americas.
· What affects biomes and the ecosystems in them.

	
	
	ART AND MUSIC 
Our art unit ‘Identity’, pupils explore how artists use various aspects of their identity, creating imagery which explores many different aspects within one image by using layers and juxtaposition. They will then create their own portraits using skills of sketching, collage and multi-media, representing their ideas about their own identity.

Our music unit: ‘Exploring Identity Through Song’ will focus on vocal range, voice change, vocal technique, lyrics and anthems. It uses three songs as a starting point for exploring themes around identity, as well as aspects of lyric writing and expressive singing to convey mood and emotion. 
	RE 
Our focused question is: ‘Does it matter what people believe about creation?’
We will compare creation stories from different faiths and consider why creation stories are important to people’s beliefs.

	MATHS 
We will start the term focusing on fractions and measurement using a mastery approach and a range of models and images to support understanding.  Our lessons are based on White Rose Maths which is supported by mastery materials from NCTEM.
Fluency in arithmetic will be planned in so that the children continue to practise skills. 
Key learning for home support:  Times tables and related division facts & quick mental addition and subtraction of numbers up to 100. Having quick recall of number facts is an essential skill. 
We will be doing lots of practice papers so that the children are familiar with the format and types of question they will encounter in their SATs
	· 
	· 

	· 
	SCIENCE
We will be studying ‘The Human Heart and Circulation’ covering:
· The function of the circulatory system and the role of the heart within it.
· The effect of exercise on the heart.
· Why a healthy diet is important for a healthy heart.
· The effects of smoking and drinking alcohol on the body.

	PSHCE 
In our unit, ‘Think Positive’, we will explore the links between: 
· our thoughts, feelings, emotions and mindfulness
· making good choices
· applying a growth mindset approach to life.
	PE 
Lessons will be on Mondays and Fridays.
All children must wear suitable clothing for running the Daily Mile every day and must come to school in their PE kit for their PE lessons on Mondays and Thursdays.
This term our lessons will focus on dance and fitness.

	HOMEWORK
Homework will be set weekly, online on Doodle. Please support your child by encouraging them to do this at home. There will be three pieces – Maths, English and Spelling. If your child is unable to access online learning , please do get in touch with us and we can provide printed sheets. 
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