
Progression in RE – Compare to Connect 

Key 
Knowledge 
Seams (These are 

the themes of 
knowledge that are 
returned to each year 
and build upon what 
has gone before) 

Key 
Concepts 
(These are any 
skills that 
children will 
develop – they 
are what they 
will do with the 
knowledge they 
have gained) 

Unit/ 
Term 

Foundation 
PSED: Show an understanding of 
our own feelings and those of others 
and regulate behaviour. 
 
UW: Know some similarities and 
differences between religious and 
cultural communities  
 
Compare and Connect by sharing 
feelings and how we behave 
towards each other.  

Year 1 
Understanding of 
Christianity. 
Introduction to 
Judaism and 
understanding of 
a comparative 
religion.  
 
 
Compare and 
Connect through 
beliefs and 
stories. 

Year 2  
Understanding of 
Christianity. 
Introduction to 
Judaism and 
understanding of a 
comparative religion. 
 
 
Compare and 
Connect through 
places of worship. 

Year 3 
Focus on overview of Key 
Wisdom traditions: 
Buddhism, Islam 
Make links with knowledge 
of Christianity and Judaism.  
 
Compare and Connect 
through inspiration. 

Year 4 
In depth study of 
Hinduism 
Comparing a multi-deity 
religion 
 
 
 
Compare and Connect 
through symbols and 
traditions. 

Year 5 
In depth study of Sikhism- 
focus on equality and 
community 
 
 
 
 
Compare and Connect 
through faith changing 
how we live. 

Year 6 
In depth study of Islam –  
Overlap with Christianity, shared 
stories and traditions 
 
 
 
Compare and Connect through 
understanding other’s world 
views. 

These are 
covered 
through the 
units across the 
year. 
 
Theology 
Knowing what 
different 
people believe 
and how they 
understand 
God. 
 
Philosophy 
Knowing the 
theory behind 
why different 
people believe 
different things 
 
Social and 
Human 
Sciences 
The social 
conventions 
around 
religions – how 
people live in 
response to 
their beliefs. 
 
Whole School 
Threads of 
Learning. 

God 
 
People of 
God 
 
Incarnation 
 
Creation and 
fall 
 
Salvation 
 
The kingdom 
of God 
 
Gospel 

1 Special People -  
What makes people special? 
Learning Focus. 
I can name a person who is special 
Christians. I can name a person who is 
special to me. I can understand that I 
am part of a school community and 
class. Link to Jesus’ miracles and how 
Jesus was special. 
Key Vocab 
Special 
Can I speak to God daily?  
Daily in class prayers. 
What can you find in a church? 
Church building exploration at harvest 
time to recognise the church as a 
Christian place of worship. End of day 
prayer. 

God 

Caring: Is 
everybody 
special? 
Christianity/God/ 
Belonging 
 
God 
Resources 
 

Nature: Where can 
we see God? 
Christianity/Judaism 
Old Testament etc. 
 
 
Creation 
Resources 
Creativity 

What do Buddhists 
believe? 
Buddhism/Worship/belief/ 
ritual 
 
 
People of God 
Resources 
 

Do symbols help Hindus 
and other religions 
understand God? Rangoli 
Art/Symbol/God  
 
 
God 
Resources 

What are the key beliefs 
of Sikhism? 
Sikhism/Authority 
 
 
 
Kingdom of God 
Resources 

Humanism: Do you have to be 
religious to inspire others? 
Christianity/Saints/ Prophets 
 
 
 
People of God 
Resources 

2 Christmas 
What is Christmas? 
Learning focus 
EYFS nativity performance.  
I can remember some key people in the 
Christmas story. I can talk about how I 
feel when I give a gift. 
 
Ways to say ‘Thank You’: 
Harvest celebration, Noah’s Ark and 
Nativity story.  

Incarnation 

Should we 
celebrate with 
gifts at 
Christmas? 
Christianity, 
Islam,  
celebration 
Incarnation 
Resources 

Does light help 
people understand 
God? 
Christianity/Symbols/
Christmas/Hinduism 
Incarnation 
Resources 
 

Why was Jesus in danger? 
/Christianity/Judaism/ 
Advent 
 
Incarnation 
Resources 

Why is Christmas so 
important to Christians? 
Christianity/Worship 
 
Incarnation 
Resources 

Has the meaning of 
Christmas changed? 
Christianity/Peace/Christ
mas 
 
Kingdom of God 
Resources 

Is “God made Man” a good way 
to understand the Christmas 
story? 
Christ/Incarnation/Emmanuel 
Incarnation 
Resources 

3 Beliefs 
Who is special to other people? 
Learning focus 
Exploring special people in different 
religions. 
 
What is a religious belief? 

Friendship: Are 
some stories 
more important 
than others? 
Christianity/Hind
uism 
Moral stories 

Are rules important? 
Christianity/Judaism 
 
 
 
Kingdom of God 
Resources 

How do Muslims choose to 
live? Islam/Belief/ 
Commandments 
 
 
People of God 
Resources 

Is faith a superpower? 
Hindu/Christianity 
 
 
 
Salvation – People of God 
Resources 

Is everyone free to 
worship? Focus on 
Sikhism 
 
 
People of God 
Resources 

Does it matter what people 
believe about creation? 
Islam/Creation/Care for world 
Creation and fall  
Resources 
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https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-r-145-planit-year-6-the-christmas-story-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-re-307-planit-year-2-re-rules-and-routines-unit-pack
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/tp2-r-042-planit-re-year-3-islam-unit-pack
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Power 
Who had the 
power, why, 
how did it 
change things? 
 
Creativity 
Can we use our 
knowledge to 
be creative? 
 
Oracy  
How do we 
present our 
knowledge, can 
we explain we 
know? 

Based on cohort, exploring beliefs and 
religious figureheads. 
 

Kingdom of God 
Resources 

4 Easter 
What is Easter? 
Learning Focus 
I can join in with Easter celebrations in 
my class and talk about what makes me 
happy at easter. 
 
What is a Religious symbol?  
Recognise the cross on our school logo 
to show our Christian affiliation. 
Recognise other religious symbols. 
People of God 
Should I say sorry? Easter, God’s 
forgiveness Kingdom 

Easter: Should 
everyone follow 
Jesus? 
Christianity/Jesus
/Leaders/Rabbi/
Vicars 
Gospel 
Resources 

How should we 
celebrate beginnings 
and endings? 
Christianity/Easter/H
oly Week 
Salvation 
Resources 

What is good about Good 
Friday? 
Judaism/Christianity/Freed
om 
Salvation 
Resources 

Food: Should believers 
give things up? 
Christianity/Lent 
 
Gospel 
Resources 

How do people strive for 
peace in different ways?  
 
 
People of God 
Resources 

Is the crucifixion and 
resurrection important to 
Christians? 
Christianity/Eternal life 
God 
Resources 

5 Stories 
What can we learn from stories? 
Learning focus. 
I can listen to and recall stories. 
I can recognise the key message of a 
story. 
 
What is a religious belief? 
The Good Samaritan ‘Love your 
neighbour’ 
Use of the story of Noah’s ark to 
understand the dove as a symbol. 
People of God 
 
Gospel 
 

Does ritual help 
people 
understand 
God? 
Christianity, 
Judaism,  
 
 
People of God 
Resources 

How should we 
celebrate our life 
journey? 
Christianity/Judaism, 
Hinduism  
 
People of God 
Resources 

What does Judaism share 
with Christianity? 
Christianity/Judaism/Truth/
Story 
 
Creation and fall 
Resources 
 

Is pilgrimage necessary 
for believers?? 
Christianity/ 
Islam/Judaism/ Hinduism 
 
 
Salvation 
Resources 

How can we forgive each 
other? 
Christianity/Sacrifice/Sin/
Redemption 
 
Salvation 
Resources 
 

What do we mean by justice and 
freedom? Multifaith 
 
 
People of God 
Resources 

6 Special Places 
What makes places special? 
Learning focus.  
Why do people and religions have 
special places? Why do religions 
have places of worship. 
 
Should people take care of the 
world? 
What can we see in our wonderful 
world? Change, life cycles. Creation 
story. 
Creation and fall 

Places of 
Worship: Do we 
need shared 
special places? 
Judaism/Synagog
ue/Community/S
ymbols 
People of God 
Resources 

Are some places 
special? 
Islam, Christianity 
 
 
 
People of God 
Resources 

How do a people find 
inspiration through faith 
and religion? 
Christianity/Holy 
Spirit/Inspiration 
People of God 
Creativity 
Resources 

Is the Bible the Word of 
God? Christianity/Judaism 
 
 
 
The Kingdom of God 
Resources 

What is commitment? 
Does religion help people 
decide? 
Christianity/Islam/ 
 
People of God 
Resources 

What do we understand about 
eternity? 
Islam 
 
Salvation 
Resources 

Annual festivals and events linking to the RE curriculum.  Power, Oracy and Creativity. 
 

KS1 Christmas Nativity Performance 
The nativity story as a play. 

• Should we celebrate with gifts 
at christmas? 

• Was Jesus in danger? 

• Why is Christmas so important 
to Christians? 

 

Harvest Festival Church Service. 
Different art forms. 

• Where can we see God? 

• Ways to say thank you.  

• Places of worship 
 

Easter Service. 
Variety of art forms. 

• Food, should believers give things up? 

• What is good about Good Friday? 

• Easter, Should everyone follow Jesus? 
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